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Coatings Crew Talks Turkey

By Jen Kramer

White meat or dark meat iz uzually the guestion when it comes to
turkey, but it could have been no mest if the facilty up-grade at the
Colorado processing plant didn't run smoathly. The Condgra plant in Vendor Team
Longmont, Colorado not only processes turkeys, but also packages
them for direct retail consumption. & booming business meant that they | Tom J. Behunin
needed to modernize their facilty — in particular & much utilized 5,000 | Construction, LLC

zguare foot (454.52m2) cooleriffood proceszing room. But the booming Arvada, Colorado
buziness alzo meant that the plant could not cloze during construction. (03] 427-2018

ft weas time to "talk turkey " a= it were, and figure out & plan. g
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"vie've had an on-going relationzhip with Condaora for over 15 years "

exeplaing Tom Behunin, owener of Tom J. Behunin Construction, LLG, "So | ©raee
when Ted Johnzon, the plant engineer in charge of the modernization ggrg:"' E?L;'E;nem
ax

program, cortacted us and explained the situation, we were ready

and akle to go Minneapaolis, kM 25413

(577 B44-T226

And what was the stuation? The floor in the 5,000 zquare foot LR R LT

[454.52m2) coolerf proceszing room had multiple lavers of previously
applied palymer floors that had been repeatedly patched. t alzo had an
uncoated concrete T-panel ceiling that was proving to be difficult to
zanitize.
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"Right aweay we knewy we'd be uzing International Coatings Inc's
products . We've warked with them far the past 23 vears and have
been conzistently pleased with the resultz," Behunin says.

Proces=sing The Processing Room

Behunin and hiz 12-man cresw arrived on site and "encapsulated the
room using Visgueen" Athough




the plant would remain open, the
jobzite area was cordoned off.
Mext, the Behunin crewy built a
zcaffald to begin work on the
ceiling.

"Wie gttacked the ceiling first "
Behunin remembers. The uncoated
T-panel concrete was extensively
damaged. "We had to mechanically
grind and =andblast the concrete
to achieve a clean, abraded
surface profile. We baszically
brought the concrete ta the NACE
Mo, 35 S5PC-5P 6 Commercial
Blast standard uzing Black Beauty
slag "

Dnce the concrete ceiling was unifarm, the cresy "killed any hio-hazards by spraving Bio-T sanitizer using
Hudzon sprayers and allowing it to sit for two hours.,
Then we washed the Bio-T off with hot water and
acid-etched the concrete panelz," zays Behunin. To
acid-etch the concrete, a crevwy member in full
perzonal protective equipment (PPE] including face
zhield, gloves, and steel toed hootz, applied a
weakened mixture of hydrochloric acid onto the
ceiling.

With the hio-hazards removed, the crew used
trowwels to apply International Coatings' epoxy filler,
(20 Gel, into the many bugholes throughout the
ceiling. Behunin states: "After the IC0 Gel had cured,
we Lsed our Graco Bulldog to spray tvwo costs of
20 Glaze Base Coat &t 12 to 14 wwet milz (0.20mm-
0.36mm) each, backrolling to enzsure coverage. This was fallowed by one, 1010 15 weet mil (0.23mm-
0.38mm) top cost of 20 Glaze Top Coat." The ICO Glaze Top Coat iz & high gloss, 100% zolids, epoxy that iz
designed to provide a complete vapor barrier able to withstand the cooling room's constant damp and
sanitizing chemicals.

Swarming Like Angry Bees

The ceiling pratected, Behunin and crew dizmantled the scaffold and turned their attertion to the floor. "We
had to remove several layers of previously applied palymer floors that had been constantly patched and
were pootly bonded to the concrete. Some areas were 3" to 4" (7 .62cm-10.16cm) thick," Behunin explains.
They uzed pneumatic chipping tools, including Ingersoll Rand hammers, to remove coatings and scarify the
zubstrate. "We looked lke mad bees out there," Behunin sayvs with a laugh. "But we didn't stop until wwe took
the floor dowen to the substrate. We remove the bio-hazards and prevent future delamination by exposing
and cleaning the substrate



once exposed, the concrete was prezsure washed 75
with hiot weater run thorough a 1500 pzi pressure
wazher. Then, az with the ceiling, the crew spray-
applied Bio-T zanttizer, allowing it to =it for the
reguired tvwo hours for complete dizinfection. After
another hot water waszh, the floor was "acid-etched
1o create a clean, sound and abraded surface ™
explains Behunin.

He cortinues, "&ny open cracks wwere routed to 1"
(2.54cm) wide and 1" (2.24cm) deep and filled with
the 120 Guard 51 epoxy. We alzo filled any
hales—such as old drains or anything over 2"
(5.08cm) deep with epoxy prior to coating the floar,
=0 that when we install the coating, it doesnt
callapse into the holez " They alzo cut and filled keyways around all drain plates and at the enteyway to the
room. When the epoxy had cured, the floor was washed with hot water.

Dry and prepped, the floor was ready to be coated. Behunin and khis crew first warmed the International
Costings' 100 Guard 21 epoxy to 85°F to 95°F (29°%C-35C), mixing the three-part epoxy in & mortar mixer,
Then armed with trovwels, they began applving the resin-rich, 100% salids epoxy in & single 3" to 4"

(¥ B2cm-1016cm) application, sloping zome areas ta drain. "We hand-broadcast 20-grit zand to excess into
the wet matetial to create a non-skid surface " Behunin says. "No topooats were neceszary because we
broadcast the aggregate directly into the costing

ivhile the floor was being installed, we alzo installed new trench drains, using the epaoxy to fill in between
the newy floor and the drain to create a permanent, watertight bond "

The crew alzo costed the room's concrete
. G
I -

curbs with the ICO Guard 51, "We then
caulked the curbs with International
Cogtings' 100 Lastic Gun Grade to protect
against moisture penetration between the
concrete and the new stainless steel
panels " dezcribes Behunin. 1CO Lastic Gun
Grade iz a two-patt, 100% =solids, epoxy-
modified urethane dezigned as a moisture
bartier for uze in interior situations where
moderate movement iz expected—such as
 expansion joints.

?‘é The fast-curing nature of the 100 Guard 31
L j tmeant that after one day of prep and one

day of coating, 5,000 =quare feet (454.52m2)
of floar wasz finizhed. In fact, the ertire project took just twao weeksz, from bedinning to completion—and the
transformation of the room was so complete that it now looks more like a clean room than a coolerfood
RroCessing room.

"The coatingz are all U=DA-approved, everything iz zanitary " =ays Behunin. Pleazed with their nesw
processing room, Ted Johnson and the Condgra plant personnel now have a seamlezss, durable, state-
of-the-coatings-art match for their plant up-grade. This means that a2 consumers, we will continue to enjoy
wehite meat or dark meat—aor both—thanks in part to Tom Behunin and his hard-working crew.



